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RVN. 


1,  Name  of  Operation:  Battle  of  An  Thach. 

2,  Date  of  Operation:  201100  to  202000  Auguat  1967. 

3.  Location:  An  Thach  Hamlet,  Duo  Pho  District,  Quang  Ngai  Province, 

4.  Command  and  Control  Headquarters: 

a.  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry. 

b.  Reporting  Officers t 

(1)  LTC  Norman  L,  Tiller,  Sr,  00,  2d  Bn,  35th  Infantry, 

(2)  CFT  Larry  V.  Hicks,  CO,  Co  A,  2nd  fti»  35th  Infantry. 

(3)  CPT  James  L.  Lindsey,  00,  Co  B,  2d  Bn,  35th  Infantry. 

(4)  CPT  William  E,  Kocker,  CO,  Co  C,  2d  Bi,  34th  Armor. 

(5)  1LT  Homer  L.  Kraut,  Platoon  Leader,  Reconnaissance 
Platoon,  2d  Bn,  35th  Infantry. 

V  Taak  Organisation: 

a.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  35th  infantry, 

b.  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  35th  Infantry. 


c.  Team  Mocker :  Company  C,  2d  Battalion,  34th  Armor  and 
Reform a 1  seance  Platoon,  2d  Bn,  35th  Infantry, 

6,  Supporting  Force# 1 

a.  The  Tactical  Air  Oostrol  Party  attached  to  the  brigade  pro¬ 
vided  an  airborne  forward  air  controller  (PAD)  onlsnedlate  aotloe.  The 
FAC  played  a  vital  role  aa  an  aerial  observer,  fay  informing  the  ground 
ocmmanders  of  enmay  movement  and  dlepositlons  and  by  using  narking  roakete 
to  indicate  enemy  locations. 

b.  Observation  heliooptere  from  3d  Brigade  Aviation  Section 
maintained  eloee  eurveillanoe  of  the  laeediate  00 n tact  area  and  advised 
ground  element a  of  enemy  aovaaente, 

UownyratUd  at  3  year  Interval* 
D*cUurifi*d  cl  Ur  It  years 
DOD  DIB  itOOJO 
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c  FCTt  Ccmbet  Operation*  After  Action  Repevt 

c,  Cunahipa  fora  the  174th  Aviation  Compary  ecvereA  possible 
route*  of  anaap  withdrawal  presenting  'the  enemy  from  escaping.  t' 

V 

7.  Intelligence: 

a.  Weathari  On  20  August  1967,  from  1130  hour*  to  1630  hour* 

^ho  temperature  variad  froa  92  degree*  to  97  degree*  Pj  visibility  waa 
eeven  to  tan  alias  and  the  wind  waa  five  to  tan  knots  froa  the  south- 
southwest.  Visibility  wa*  excellent  with  scattered  cirrus  clouds  at 
15,000  feat.  j 

b.  Terrain i  The  site  of  the  battlefield  was  characterized  by 
thick  bamboo  and  cacti  hedgerows  faming  irrdgular  rectangles  with  flat 
open  ground  between  them.  Concealed  behind  these  hedgerows  the  enemy 
hod  excellent  fields  of  fie.  The  hedgerows  afforded  the  enemy  natural 
obstacle*  not  easily  penetrated  by  a  dismounted  soldier. 

c.  Ehemyi  A  reinforced  rifle  oce^eny  of  approximately  sixty 
men  was  the  antagonist  in  this  ocntart.  They  fought  desperately,  from 
bunkers  and  trenches,  to  hold  on  to  their  positions  without  success. 

The  enemy  waa  quickly  encircled.  Realising  his  predicament  he  attempted 
to  escape  to  the  west,  moving  from  trench  to  trench  pausing  only  long 
enough  to  fire  a  few  burets  and  move  again.  Realising  that  he  was  trapped, 
his  resistance  became  fanatical  and  several  enemy  soldiers  made  suicidal 
chargee  at  tanks  with  automatic  weapons..  The  enemy  chose  to  die  rather 
than  surrender.  Others  attempted  to  evade  by  taking  refuge  in  family 
bunkora,  They  were  discovered  by  friendly  elements  making  e  final  search 
of  the  battlefield.  They,  too,  refused  to  surrender  and  continued  to 
resist  until  they  were  killed.  The  2d  Company,  97th  Eh,  2d  VC  Regiment, 

3d  NfA  Division  waa  identified  from  captured  documents.  A  captured  per¬ 
sonnel  roster  listed  forty-one  men  present  for  duty,  fourteen  men  were 
on  other  rales ions,  sick  leave,  or  RfcR.  This  unit  waa  equipped  with  twenty- 
seven  we* pone  as  indicated  by  a  captured  weapons  roster.  Eighteen  of 
thoee  weapons  were  captured,  listed  below  in  paragraph  lib, 

d.  Analysis!  Tha  2d  Company,  97th  Bn,  2d  VC  Regiment  assembled 
its  forces  in  the  Village  of  An  Thaoh  presumably  to  aocoM??.ish  one  of  two 
olss ions.  One  mission  oould  have  been  to  oonduct  an  attack  on  a  nearby 

P.  f,  outpost.  Another  possibility  would  have  been  to  evacuate  the  unit 
by  boat  to  Binh  Dinh  Pro  vinos.  The  assount  of  Ammunition  collected  from 
the  bodies  was  sufficient  for  the  enemy  to  aoent  and  sustain  a  limited 
attack)  however,  their  sixty  •scan  company  was  kn  inadequate  force  to  engage  a 
U.  3.  Company  or  base  camp.  Nevertheless,  a  'unit  of  thia  else  oould  easily 
overrun  s  P.  P.  out port ,  It  can  be  safely  assumed  thrt  the  enemy  intended 
to  etey  only  long  enough  to  assemble  forest  and  formulate  final  plane. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  Ai*t*r  Action.  Report 

8.  Mission:  The  else  ion  of  Team  Hocker  (C/2—34  Amor  (-)  and 
Recon  Plat  2-35)  was  to  conduct  &  detailed  .search  of  the  hamlet  of  An 
7no,  vicinity  3S8 12454.  Once  contact  with  the  enemy  was  made,  by  a 
he?i\y  tank  section  investigating  a  "ground  4o  air"  fire  report  at 
3S40O/69.  Captain  Hocker  altered  the  niseion  to  does  with  the  enaay. 

The  missions  of  Company  B  and  Ccmpcny  a  were  to  block  from  the  north 
and  south  respectively  and  to  assist  Team  Hooker  in  the  "mopping  up" 
phase  of  the  battle, 

9.  Concept  of  Operation:  Evolving  from  the  enemy 'e  maneuvers 
and  from  the  general  nature  of  the  terrain,  the  concept  was  that  Team 
Hocker  would  push  the  enemy  from  the  hanlert  of  an  Thach  (2),  vicinity 
BS8OO464 ,  to  the  west  toward  the  open  rice  fields.  Company  B,  operating 
15CC  meters  north  of. An  Thach,  was  to  maneuver  to  the  south,  blocking 
enemy  escape  to  tha  north}  while  Company  A  was  air  assaulted  at  BS805458, 
south  of  An  Thach,  to  engage  the  enemy  fleeing  in  that  direction.  Obser¬ 
vation  aircraft  were  to  keep  watch  over  the  open  areas  to  the  west. 

10.  Execution: 

a.  At  1118  hours  tha  battalion  net  control  station  received  a 
report  from  the  1?4th  Aviation  Company  thet  a  helicopter  delivering 
resupply  to  Team  Hocker  had  received  small  arms  fire  from  vicinity 
BS8OO46C,  about  500  meters  northwest  of  Team  Hocker  'a  location.  Captain 
Hocker  cent  a  section  of  three  tanks  to  the  n^rth,  and  at  1148  this  eec- 
•tior.'rfported  chasing  two  VC  into  a  trench  and  killing  onw  at  3S812455. 
Almost  1/mediately  the  tank  section  became  heavily  engaged  from  several 
onpmy  positions  firing  automatic  and  seed-automatic  fire.  (See  sketch  1). 
-Oantoin  Hooke f  deploy*1  the  remainder  of  his  team  to  the  northwest  and 
requested  an  observation  aircraft.  The  Brigade  FAC,  Maj,  Murray  L.  Smith 
already  airborne  over  the  AO,  was  above  the  area  of  contact  within  five 
Minutes,  He  was  ahle  to  observe  the  main  enemy  force  and  advised  Captain 
Hocker  accordingly.  By  1210  hours  all  of  Team  Hocker  had  deployed  on 
line  moving  to  the  northwest  and  had  killed  two  additional  VC.  At  1222 
hours  two  men  from  C/2-34  Armor  (-)  were  ve ended  when  their  tank  was  hit 
by  an  explosive  round  of  unknown  type.  The  tank  was  not  disabled  and 
while  they  awaited  aeremadical  evacuation  the  team  sontinued  to  pursue 
and  to  engage  the  enemy.  At  1240  hours  the  "battalion  requested  gunships 
to  support  the  battle;  they  were  on  station  five  minutes  later.  C.ptain 
Hocker  estlmsted  the  enemy  force  to  be  at  least  a  platoon  and  reported 
that  they  were  moving  tb'the  west.  While  Major  3aith  and  gunphip  pilots 
kept  watch  over  the  weetem  edge  of  the  hamlet,  the  tank- infantry  team 
routed  and  killed  eight  enemy  in  trenches  vicinity  BS79646C.  By  1315 
hours,  eleven  enemy  had  been  killed  and  two  friendlies  wounded.  The 
enemy  was  not  attanpting  a  ra-'id  withdrawal  but  was  being  moved  out  by 
the  firepower  and  the  close  order  tactics  of  the  tanks  and 
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infantry.  &:eny  fire  was  still  noderate  to  heavy  and  at  1318  hours  LTC 
Tiller,  the  Battalion  Commander,  ordered  Company  B  to  move  from  their 
location  north  of  the  battle  area  southwest  toward  the  scene  of  oohtact. 


b 


b.  As  B/2-35  moved  to  the  southwest  LTC  Tiller  directed  them 
from  the  air.  Vhen  they  were  within  150  metere  of  An  Tach  hamlet  B  Con*- 
pany  der.ioyed  or  line  and  began  searching  to  the  south. ,  Team  Hocker,  still 
in  cor.-act,  reported  another  enery  killed  at  1358  houre.  At  1400  houre 
the  Battalion  Commander  alerted  A  Company  to  prepare  to  be  picked  up  from 
"‘'their  location  and  be  air  assaulted  south  of  An  Thach,  Between  1400  and 
1417  hours.  Team  Mocker  puahed  through  the  laat  heavy  enemy  resistance, 
ki 1 ling  fourteen  enemy,  many  at  pointblank  range,  (See  sketch  T).  Ae 
soon  a?  Team  Hocker  reached  the  western  edge  of  An  Thach,  Captain  Hocker 
requested  permission  to  reverse  hie  course  and  move  slowly  back  through 
the  contact  area.  LTC  Tiller  granted  permiseion  and  instructed  the  team 
to  eearch  the  contact  area  for  hidden  VC  and  for  weapons  and  equipment, 
l/hen  Team  Hocker  began  the  "mopping  up"  phase  of  the  battle  at  1420  houre 
n  total  of  26  enemy  had  been  killed  and  nine  weapons,  including  a  60mm 
mortar,  had  been  captured. 


c.  As  B  Company  swept  on  line  to  the  southwest  and  Team  Hocker 
searched  on  line  back  through  the  battlefield  to  the  east.  Company  A  was 
Sir  assaulted  south  of  An  Thach,  completing  insertion  at  1510  houre  and 
be -an  a  systematic  search  to  the  north,  (See  eketoh  J).  .  Team  Hocker 

'orted  enemy  kills  at  five  to  ten  minute  intervale  throughout  the  follow- 
.g  hour,  bringing  their  total  kill*  to  39  by  1505  hours.  At  1630  hours 
th<*  Brigade  S2  reported  that  Brigade  Aviation  aircraft  supporting  the 
battle  had  killed  eight  VC  and  oaptured  three  weapons.  At  1800  hours 
Company  A  engaged  and  killed  two  er.eny  anc  captured  two  automatic  weapons . 
Elements  of  A/2-3 5  and  B/2-35  made  contact  with  Team  Hocker  securing  the 
pick  up  sons  vicinity  BS800462,  while  the  remainder  of  Team  Hocker  oon- 
tlnued  the  search.  Company  B  moved  northeast  towards  their  night  looation 
along  the  beach.  The  extraction  of  A/2-35  began  at  1843.  At  1905  with 
two  platoona  of  Co  A  extracted,  the  ran, lining  platoon  located  a  bunker 
with  armed  enecy  inside.  The  last  lift  «aa  delayed  until  2005  hours. 

In  the  interim,  1A/2-35  killed  five  VC  ard  captured  their  weapons.  Fol¬ 
lowing  extraction  of  1A/2-35  the  tank  plr'-oon  msved  to  Teaa  Hooker's 
night  location.  (See  sketch  4  ), 

d.  Contact  with  the  enemy  wae  moderate  between  1100  and  1500 
hours.  Contact  w&e  light  from  1500  until  2000  houre.  Range  of  engagement 
varied  from  one  meter  to  one  hundred  asters.  Communication^  were  good 
within  the  contact  area  and  also  between  reporting  stations, 

11,  Results: 

a.  ETiecy  personnel  leases  . .  53  KIA 
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b.  weapons  seized: 

(1)  6Can  Morv«.  (complete)  . .... 

(2)  11-79 . 

(3)  SKS  . . 

(i.)  Soviet  Machinegun  . 

(5)  bar . 

(6)  AK-47  . 

(7)  Chi. con  240  . . 

(8)  M-16 . 

(9)  M-l  Carbine  . 

(10)  45  cel  automatic  pistol  .... 

12.  Cacmnders '  s  Analysis: 
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This  victory  can  be  attributed  directly  to  the  cooperation 
and  teamwork  of  all  the  units  and  individuals  involved.  It  is  a  lasting 
exaaple  of  several  well  trained  units  working  toward  a  common  goal.  When 
the  initial  report  of  enemy  ground  to  air  fire  cane  in  it  was  immediately 
relayed  to  the  nearest  friendly  unit  which  took  Immediate  action.  Captain 
Mocker's  quick  response  coupled  with  the  aggressive  tactics  and  thorough 
search  techniques  cf  his  team  brought  about  this  enamy  defeat.  This  action 
points  up  the  absolute  necessity  of  having  air  observation  over  the  target, 
area.  Major  Smith,  USAF,  greatly  influenced  the  course  of  action  by  as¬ 
sisting  Captain  Hocker  in  the  maneuver  of  his  elements  directly  into  the 
enemy  position.  Major  Smith  continuously  reported  on  the  enemy  maneuvers 
until  the  3d  Bde  Aviation  Section  helicopters  were  able  to  arrive  on  the 
scene.  This  type  of  aerial  observation  paid  off  handaonve  y  in  the  ex¬ 
tremely  high  kill  ration  of  this  contact,  fifty-three  erv ?.Ty  KIA  to  zero 
US  KIA.  Continuous  aerial  observation  allowed  Captain  Hock''  -  to  "umeuver 
his  forces  and  defeat  the  enemy  unit  piecemeal.  Captain  Hocker  repeatedly 
concentrated  hia  forces  in  overwhelming  strength  at  the  enecy's  location 
as  reported  by  the  aerial  observers.  This  outstanding  employment  of  tanks 
and  infantry  together,  the  fire  pc  were  and  maneuver  of  the  tanks  with  the 
close  in  fighting  of  the  infantry,  resulted  in  the  virtue  annihilation 
of  the  2d  Company,  97th  Battalion,  2d  VC  Regiment. 
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